
A History Of Warfare John Keegan
Delving into the recesses of John Keegan's Masterpiece: A History of Warfare

John Keegan's "A History of Warfare" isn't just a further history book; it's a colossal achievement, a skillful
amalgamation of military history, sociology, and anthropology. Published in 1993, it remains a cornerstone
publication in the field, challenging established knowledge and offering a unconventional viewpoint on the
progression of warfare throughout history. This investigation will reveal the book's core arguments, its
impact, and its enduring heritage.

Keegan's technique is immediately obvious: he avoids a purely temporal narrative. Instead, he focuses on the
fundamental features of warfare, analyzing how these attributes have molded its practice across different eras
and civilizations. He argues that warfare isn't merely a issue of technology, but a complicated interplay
between armament, plans, governance, and the psychology of both the combatants and the civilian people.

One of the book's most striking achievements is its focus on the lived experience of the warrior. Keegan
thoroughly records the bodily and emotional strain of war, underscoring the significance of teamwork,
control, and command in determining the conclusion of battles. He uses graphic descriptions from various
historical records to demonstrate these points, bringing the past to life with captivating clarity.

Keegan also examines the progression of military hierarchy, tracing the transition from small, comparatively
unorganized bands of fighters to the immense and intricate armies of the modern era. He analyzes the effect
of armament on military strategies and hierarchy, showing how technological advancements have regularly
led to essential modifications in the essence of warfare. The emergence of gunpowder, the discovery of the
machine gun, and the creation of air power are all analyzed in this framework.

The book is not without its objectors. Some scholars have disputed its analyses of certain historical
occurrences, while others assert that it overstates the significance of certain aspects at the expense of others.
However, even its detractors recognize the book's substantial impact on the field of military history and its
permanent importance as a provocative work.

In conclusion, John Keegan's "A History of Warfare" is a deep and influential study of the evolution of
warfare. Its focus on the human component of war, combined with its thorough investigation of military
structure, strategies, and technology, makes it an crucial reading for anyone interested in the matter. The
book's legacy is safe, proceeding to motivate and question scholars and readers alike.

Frequently Asked Questions:

Q1: Is "A History of Warfare" suitable for non-military history enthusiasts?

A1: Absolutely. Keegan writes in an accessible style, avoiding overly technical vocabulary. The book's broad
subjects and human approach make it engaging for a wide audience.

Q2: What makes Keegan's approach different from other military history books?

A2: Keegan emphasizes the human experience of war, the psychological and sociological facets as much as
the tactical and technological ones. This holistic approach sets it apart.

Q3: Is the book biased towards any particular viewpoint?

A3: While Keegan offers his own analyses, he shows a wide variety of viewpoints, ensuring a balanced and
nuanced exploration of the topic.



Q4: What are some key takeaways from the book?

A4: Warfare is a complicated relationship of multiple factors; technology is important but not determinative;
the human component – morale, leadership, and the soldier's experience – is crucial; and warfare has
continuously developed throughout history.
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